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November 7, 2019
Dear 8th Grade Parents/Guardians:
Beginning in the 2019-2020 school year, the reporting of student progress for both grades 7 and 8 at HarBur Middle School is a hybrid report card. This newly revised report card will share both a traditional
grade for each content area as well as report your child’s progress for each priority standard for that
content area. This added layer helps teachers and parents to better identify students’ areas of strengths and
weakness to support their learning.
Below are the priority standards and sub-sets of skills that students need to be successful in each content
area. The PowerSchool Portal is open for parents so that you can monitor your child’s progress on the
identified priority standards. The portal serves as an additional communication tool, but will not replace
direct communication with parents, which is an important part of the education of our students.
Student progress will be reported by how well students meet the skills associated with each priority
standard for that moment in time. Below are the standards which will be on report cards and progress will
be reported using M (Meeting), P (Progressing toward), or NY (Not Yet). Additionally, teachers in each
course will assess students on their approached to learning. If you have any questions about the new
hybrid system or about the noted progress of your child, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s
teacher.

Explanation of Scoring for Standards
M - Meets Standard - Independently and consistently achieves grade level standards
P - Progressing Toward Standard - Is able to achieve grade level standard with assistance or support
NY - Not Yet - Is not yet able to perform at grade level standard
Explanation of Scoring for Approaches to Learning*
3 - Consistently Meets Expectation
2 - Moving Toward Expectation
1 - Experiencing Difficulty
*The Approaches to Learning rubric is used to determine an overall rating
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Language Arts
Standard

Reads grade level text
Comprehension
Analytic Reading
Critical Reading
Written Expression
Research: Citing Sources
Research: Source Material
Grammar and
Conventions
Speak and Listen

Skills
Reads and comprehends literature: stories, dramas, poetry, & nonfiction in the grade 8
range.
Determines a theme or central idea of a text and analyzes its development over the course
of the text; includes its relationship to supporting ideas; provides an objective summary of
the text.
Analyzes the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections,
forms, and structures contribute to the whole and to the development/meaning of ideas (e.g.
propel the action of a story, reveal aspects of characters, provoke a decision)
Determines the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
rhetorical strategies, figurative language, diction (word choice), and technical meanings;
analyzes the specific impact of word choice on meaning and tone
Communicates ideas for a variety of audiences, purposes, and tasks using grade 8 writing
standards; writes routinely over extended shorter time frames utilizing planning, editing,
and revising skills.
(Citing Sources) Quotes or paraphrases source material while avoiding plagiarism; follows
standard MLA format for citation.
(Source Material) Gathers and draws on several sources (print and digital), using search
terms effectively; assesses the credibility & accuracy of the source material.
Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and conventions
(e.g. capitalization, punctuation, and spelling).
Participates effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on
grade 8 topics.

Social Studies
Standard
Develops Questions

Demonstrates Understanding of
Concepts

Uses Resources to Gather
Information
Uses Evidence to Communicate
Conclusions

Skills
Explains why compelling questions are important to others.
Identifies concepts and ideas associated with a supporting question that are open to interpretation.
Determines the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering questions and takes into
consideration the different opinions people have about how to answer questions.
Uses evidence from information and resources to explain probable causes and effects of
historical time periods.
Compares & contrasts historical time periods to life today.
Explains how culture influences the way people modify and adapt to their environments
(including core civic virtues and principles of the people).
Gathers relevant information from multiple sources.
Identifies fact vs. opinion to determine the credibility of multiple sources; Identifies evidence in
response to questions.
Constructs explanations using reasoning, sequence, examples, and details with relevant
information and data.
Presents a summary of arguments using various platforms.

Mathematics
Standard

The Number System

Skills
Knows that numbers that are not rational are called irrational.
Understands informally that every number has a decimal expansion; the rational number are those
with decimal expansions that terminate in 0’s or eventually repeat.
Knows that other numbers are called irrational.
Uses rational approximation of irrational numbers to compare the size of irrational numbers,
locates them approximately on a number line, and estimates the value of expressions.

Equations and Expressions

Knows and applies the properties of integer exponents to generate equivalent numerical
expressions.
Uses square & cube root symbols to represent solutions to equations.
Uses numbers and performs operations expressed in scientific notation.
Graphs proportional relationships, interpreting the unit rate as the slope of the graph.
Uses similar triangles to explain why the slope of m is the same between any two distinct points on
a non-vertical line in the coordinate plane.
Derives the equation y = mx, and y = mx + b for a line intercepting the vertical axis at b.
Solves linear equations in one variable.
Analyzes and solves pairs of simultaneous linear equations.

Functions

Understands that a function is a rule that assigns to each input exactly one output, and understand
their graphs.
Compares properties of two functions each represented in a different way (algebraically,
graphically, numerically in tables, or by verbal descriptions).
Interprets the equation y = mx + b as defining a linear function whose graph is a straight line.
Constructs a function to model a linear relationship between two quantities.
Determines rate of change and initial value.
Describes qualitatively the functional relationship between two quantities by analyzing a graph.

Geometry

Verifies experimentally the properties of rotations, reflections, and translations.
Understands that a two-dimensional figure is congruent to another if the second can be obtained
from the first by a sequence of rotations, reflections, and translations.
Describes the effect of dilations, translations, rotations, and reflections on two-dimensional figures
using coordinates.
Understands similarity of one two-dimensional figure to another.
Uses informal arguments to establish facts about the angle sum and exterior angles of triangles.
Explains a proof of the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse.
Applies the Pythagorean Theorem to determine unknown side lengths in right triangles, in realworld contexts, and find the distance between two points in a coordinate system.
Knows the formulas for the volumes of cones, cylinders, and spheres and how to use them.

Statistics and Probability

Constructs and interprets scatter plots for bivariate measurement data and describes patterns such
as clustering, outliers, positive or negative association, linear and nonlinear association.
Knows the straight lines are widely used to model relationships between two quantitative variables.
Uses the equation of a linear model to solve problems in the context of bivariate measurement data.
Understands that patterns of association can also be seen displaying frequencies and relative
frequencies in a two-way table
Constructs two-way tables summarizing data collected.

Applied Problem Solving
Strategies in Interpreting
Word Problems

Analyzes problems and plans solutions. Decodes word problems to find relevant information that
would lead to solutions. Finds patterns and structure within. Evaluates results in the context of the
situation and whether the results make sense.

Computational Fluency

Performs all operations rational numbers. Makes reasonable estimates. Understands place value,
rounding, factors and multiples. Knows multiplication, division and the standard algorithm for long
division. Uses various strategies to flexibly and accurately calculate answers to problems.

Algebra
Standard

Algebra

Algebra students cover all of the Math 8 skills, in addition to the following
Skills
Interprets expressions that represent a quantity in terms of its context.
Uses the structure of an expression to identify ways to rewrite it. Choses and produces an equivalent
form of an expression.
Understands that polynomials form a system that is closed in addition, subtraction, & multiplication.
Adds, subtracts and multiplies polynomials.
Creates equations and inequalities that describe numbers or relationships.
Graphs equations on coordinate axes.
Rearranges formulas to highlight a quantity of interest.
Solves linear equations and inequalities in one variable, including equations with coefficients
represented by letters.
Solves quadratic equations in one variable and systems of linear equations.
Represents and solves equations and inequalities graphically.

Functions

Understands the concept of a function and uses function notation.
Interprets key features of graphs and tables.
Calculates and interprets the average rate of change of a function over a specified interval.
Uses the properties of exponents to interpret expressions for exponential functions.
Write arithmetic and geometric sequences.
Finds inverse functions.
Distinguishes between situations that can be modeled with linear and with exponential functions.

Number and Quantity

Extends the properties of exponents to rational exponents.
Uses units as a way to understand problems and to guide the solution of multi-step problems.
Chooses and interprets units and scales correctly in formulas.

World Language
Standard

Interpersonal Speaking:
Engages in conversation

Skills
Produces comprehensible speech (through comprehensible pronunciation, fluency, and
grammatical accuracy).
Elaborates using detailed vocabulary, including transition words.
Responds appropriately to questions and ideas.

Presentational Speaking:
Presents information orally
on a variety of topics

Produces comprehensible speech (through comprehensible pronunciation, fluency, and
grammatical accuracy).
Elaborates using detailed vocabulary, including transition words.
Uses a variety of sentence structures.
Narrates in present, past, and near future tenses.

Interpretive Listening:
Understands and interprets
spoken language

Identifies key words, phrases, and ideas of a conversation or oral presentation.
Understands the main ideas of a conversation or oral presentation.
Responds appropriately in a conversation or after listening to information.
Summarizes a conversation or oral presentation.

Interpretive Reading:
Understands and interprets
written language

Identifies key words, phrases, and ideas of a text.
Understands the main ideas of a text.
Responds appropriately to questions in a written exchange or about a text.
Summarizes a text.

Presentational Writing:
Presents information in
writing on a variety of topics

Produces comprehensible writing (through logical organization, appropriate vocabulary, spelling,
and grammatical accuracy.)
Elaborates using detailed vocabulary, including transition words.
Responds appropriately to questions and ideas.
Uses a variety of sentence structures.
Narrates in present, past, and near future tenses.

Science
Standard

Develops and uses models

Skills
Collaboratively develops and revises a model based on evidence to show the relationship between
variables, including those not observable, to predict, describe, test and explain phenomena;
Evaluates the limitations of a model for a proposed purpose.

Constructs explanations &
designs solutions

Constructs explanation that includes qualitative and quantitative relationships between variables
to predict and describe phenomena; Uses models, reliable evidence, and scientific principles to
construct and revise explanations about real-world phenomena; Uses scientific principles and
reasoning to show why the data or evidence is adequate for the explanation or conclusion.

Engages in argument from
evidence

Compares and critiques two arguments on a topic to analyze whether they emphasize similar or
different evidence and/or interpretation of facts; Constructs and presents written and oral
arguments supported by empirical evidence, scientific reasoning and design constraints to support
or refute an explanation, or a model, for a phenomenon or a solution to a problem; Poses and
receives critique about an explanation, procedure, model and/or questions by citing relevant
evidence and pertinent elaboration and detail.

Obtains, evaluates and
communicates
Information

Critically reads, evaluates and communicates scientific information from written, visual and
media sources to determine central ideas, patterns in evidence and clarify claims and findings;
Synthesizes information from multiple appropriate sources to assess credibility, accuracy, and
possible bias; Evaluates data, hypotheses and conclusions in light of competing information or
accounts; Communicates scientific and/or technical information in writing and/or through oral
presentation.

Analyzes and interpret data.

Constructs, analyzes and interprets large data sets, using digital tools when possible, to identify
linear and nonlinear, temporal and spatial, and causal and correlational relationships in the data to
provide evidence for phenomena; Uses statistics and probability to analyze and characterize the
data for similarities and differences in findings; Considers measurement error and ways to
improve precision and accuracy to determine the best possible solution.

Plans and carries out
investigations

Plans, conducts, and evaluates an investigation individually and collaboratively, and in the design:
identifies independent and dependent variables and controls, tools needed, the measurements to be
recorded and the data needed as evidence to answer scientific questions, as well as evaluate the
accuracy of collection methods and compare results for a range of conditions.

Using mathematics and
computational thinking

Uses digital tools to analyze large data sets for patterns and trends; uses mathematical
representations, concepts and processes to describe, test and compare scientific conclusions and
design solutions.

Asking questions and
defining problems

Ask questions that arise from careful observation of phenomena, models, or unexpected results to
clarify and/or seek new information, identify the premise of an argument, determine the
relationship between variables and relationships in models, require sufficient and appropriate
evidence to answer, challenge the premise of an argument or interpretation of data, can be
investigated within the scope of the classroom or school with available resources that frame a
hypothesis based on observations and scientific principles.

Human Growth and Development
Standard

Analyze physical growth
and development
Analyzes social and
emotional development

Skills
Describe puberty and the process of human reproduction.
Describe male and female reproductive and sexual systems and how they work.
Discuss HIV/STD modes of transmission and prevention methods.
Compare and contrast the characteristics of healthy and unhealthy relationships.
Describe healthy and unhealthy dating practices (e.g. values, culture dating violence).
Differentiate between gender identity, sexual orientation and the concept of gender roles.
Explain the values of abstinence and/or choosing to abstain after having already engaged in sexual
activity.
Identify and discuss the impact of teenage pregnancy and parenthood.

Wellness
Standard

Understands concepts
related to health
promotion and disease
prevention

Demonstrates applications
combining locomotor nonlocomotor and manipulative
skills in activities

Skills
Demonstrates learning of identified health concepts:

fitness components: definition, activities, goal setting

explain influences of family and peers

puberty & hygiene

circulatory system

tobacco

conflict resolution

bones and muscles
Moves to open space in isolation and modified game play.
Applies simple offense and defense skills during modified game play (person to person, open space,
passing to open player...).
Shows skill performance and practice in open and closed environments.
Adapts and combines a variety of skills (sport specific skills).

Vocal and Instrumental Music
Standard

Understands Music
Quality Performance
Music Vocabulary

Skills
Shows an understanding of music notation and reads music at a developmentally appropriate level.
Performs with proper posture.
Demonstrates proper vocal/instrumental technique for quality performance.
Responds to music using content specific vocabulary to refine performance.

UA Music and Music Experience
Standard

Understands Music
Connection to Concepts
Music Vocabulary

Skills
Shows an understanding of music notation and reads music at a developmentally appropriate level.
Makes connections through the application of musical concepts.
Responds to music using content specific vocabulary.

UA Technology
Standard

Design, Engineer and
Problem Solve
Scope of Technology

Skills
Use the engineering design process, to brainstorm, design, model, build, test, evaluate and modify
ideas into useful products and systems. Be able to consider design criteria and constraints as well as
approaches to problems solving such as troubleshooting, research and development, invention,
innovation, and experimentation, to turn ideas into solutions that solve problems.
Understand the role of technology in the process of developing new products and systems to solve
problems.

UA Visual Art
Standard

Demonstrates knowledge of
art processes and skill

Demonstrates an understanding
of art elements, and vocabulary

Skills
Utilizes drawing techniques to produce a realistic architectural drawing.
Uses two vanishing points to demonstrate spatial relationships
Using principles and elements of art to compose a photograph.
Using a variety of platforms to edit a photograph for presentation.
Creates a monochromatic work using value, pattern, repetition, movement and line.
Is able to cultivate a personnel work ethic by choosing and maintaining correct media and
equipment while respecting the integrity of their workspace.
Uses correct art vocabulary to critique their own art and that of others
Is able to recognize and use the principles and elements of art while creating their own work.

